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Privilege of Believers. 


JoHN. i. 12. 


* As many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become ſons of God, even to them that believe 


on his name,” 
LK 
* * M tabernacle with men, he came according 
to the many prophecies to his own peo- 
ple, the family of Abraham, to whom and to their 
fathers he had been promiſed upwards of two thou- 
ſand years; and for whoſe coming all the tribes 
had waited with great impatience and earneſtneſs 
from the time of the departure of the Sceptre from 
Judah, which happened not long before his appear- 
ance in the fleſh; but whether his mean form, his 
low birth and eſtate in the world, or their being 
diſappointed in their carnal expeQation of his re- 
ſtoring the kingdom to Iſrael, was the reaſon, or 
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HEN the due time was come, in which 
the God of Iſrael would be Immanuel and 
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both together, it is certain his own people received 
him not, They were offended at him, and ſcorned 
to acknowledge him for the Meſſiah, 

His whole JoAtine and manner of preaching was 
rejected by the far greater part of the ſews, who al- 
ways had him in deriſion, and eſpecially when be 
{aid he was the I AM, they openly blaſphemed and 
rebelled againſt him. Thus they forſook the Rock 
that made them, and hid their faces from that Jeho- 


- vah whom their Fathers Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob 


faw, and who was worſhipped by them and their 
children through many generations, and who was 
not a{tamed to be called their God. 

Some, however, even of this ſinful and adulterous 
people, waited for the day of his coming, and they 
like Abraham ſaw it and were glad. 

Among theſe were Zacharias and Elizabeth, the 
virgin Mary, Simeon, Joſeph of Arimathea, and Anna 
the propheteſs. They knew when Auguſtus Cæſar 
laid the tax upon the Jews, as well as others, the 
Sceptre was entirely gone from Judah, and a Law- 
giver from between his feet, and believed the Shiloh 
muſt be come; and as they were led by the Holy 
Spirit to look for him, his extream poverty, mean- 
neſs, and deſpicable appearance in the world did 
not ſtumhle them. Fhey believed on him, bleſſed 
God' that their eyes had ſeen his ſalvation, and 
ſpake of him to all that looked for redemption in 
Iſrael, to theſe, as well as to that happy few, who 
in thoſe times received him, and all who have ſince 
believed on his name, he has granted the privilege 
or power of becoming ſons of God, while all who 
receive him not, miſs this great bleſſing, and ſuffer 
loſs eternally. | 

From the days of God's being firſt manifeſted in 
the fleſh to this time, he is preached in the world, 
and now as well as formerly many receive * 

ome 
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Some ſtand aloof, and hear concerning his redemp- 
tion, but are in no immediate want, and let him go 
unconcernedly, He knocks indeed at the door of 
their hearts, but they are like the inns in Bethlehem, 
there is no room for him there; the pleaſures of 
this life, the deceits of honours, friends and riches 
ſupply his place and they receive him not. Others, 
like the proud children of Iſrael, fcorn to ſubmir 
to him, and with Jewiſh haughtineſs deſpiſe his 
Godhead, and wantonly and preſumptuouſly, like 
the Gentile and Heathen nations, are reſolved not 
to have this Man to reign over them, or to acknow- 
ledge for their Lord, a Man who ſuffered death upon 
a croſs between two thieves. 

But yet there are ſome who ſtill receive Jeſus with 
open and glad hearts, and who inherit the adoption 
of ſons, and are numbered with his friends, and 
counted to the Lord for a generation. Theſe in 
general are the poor in fpirit, ſouls who were ready 
to periſh, loſt ſheep, miſerable and unhappy perſons, 
and ſuch as were ſelf-ſpoiled and ruined, together 
with ſuch as had ſincerely ſought after righteouſ- 
neſs, by works under the law, and who, weary and 
almoſt in deſpair at finding they failed, were ready 
to conclude themſelves without hope; theſe when 
Chriſt has been preached to them, or when the Holy 
Ghoſt has glorified the loving Saviour in their ſight, 
like Zaccheus have gladly received him, and ſo com- 
menced his children, his ſons and daughters, 

To receive Chriſt, implies, not only a conceſſion 
to the doctrine of the creed, or aſſenting to the 
truth and validity of the ſcriptures, or the ac- 
knowledging him to be the Lord, the Meſſiah and 
Chriſt, that ſhould come into the world, and fo 
chooſing to be called by his name, and blame Jews 
and Deiſts who are of another mind, but to receive 
him is, to accept of him, as he is offered and 

preached 
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preached in the ſcriptures, as our Lord God, our 
only Saviour, our Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, Holineſs 
and Redemption. lt is a cloſing in with him in his 
New Teſtament; he becomes a Father to us, and 
we become his children; he is our God, and we are 
his people; our Shepherd, and we are his ſheep; 
our Huſband, and we are his rib, his ſiſter, his 
ſpouſe and wife; y a, it is receiving of him into 
our hearts, by his Spirit, we let in him that ſtands 
at the door and knocks, and he ſups with us, gives 
us a foretaſte and pledge of the marriage-feaſt, the 
carneſt that we ſhall ſup with him there for ever. 
This cannot be learnt in theory. It is no matter 
for the ſenſual and natural man, he cannot under- 
ſtand it, In this matter, no worldly wiſdom helps 
or avails, no Jarge capacity, no depth of thought 
is of uſe, but an honeſt heart, who day and night 
thirſts for ſalvation, and graſps after Jeſus, as a hart 
tor the water, and as a dry land for refreſhing 
rain, and who learns it of the Holy Ghoft within, 
There he brings the news, and makes them to un- 
derſtand this wiſdom ſecretly, He ſpeaks in the ſoft 
ſtill voice, Open thy heart, Open the everlaſting, 
doors, and the King of glory ſhall come in.“ 
© Open, my love, my dove, and I will come in,“ 
Jeſus ſays, and where he is manifeſted, there is his 
reward with him; his Father alſo comes and makes 
his abode there, and the chaſte and new waſhed 
temple of the body becomes the houſe of God. 

The receiving Chriſt is a thing wholly for the 
heart, and is known only by experience, It is the; 
common privilege of all the faithful, every believer 
in Jeſus knows this precious benefit of having re- 
ceived the Lord, and whoever does not know he 
hath found the Saviour, he is no true chriſtian... 
As many as believe in his name, have him in them. 


He dwells with them, he is their new and eternal 
life, 
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Life, as it is written, He that hath the Son hath 
life, and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life.“ St. Paul ſays, ** Now the life which | live 
in the fleſh is the life of the Son of God. It is 
not I that live, it is Chriſt that liveth in me.” 

When one of the martyrs was adviſed, to have God 
before his eyes, when he was near his execution, 
he anſwered chearfully, I have him in my heart.” 
This is what | mean, and what the Holy Ghoſt 
means in the text, for ſuch and ſuch only are of 
his family who receive him. Others, whether they 
are profeſſors or prophane, live without Chriſt in 
the world, | 

Our Saviour never intended, when he was taken 
up bodily into heaven, to leave his diſciples or- 
phans, and deſolate upon earth, he promiſed cer- 
tainly to be with them and in them, and not on] 
would ſo appear to them, who were then his tol- 
Jowers, and let them ſee and enjoy him, that they 
ſhould find he had not left them comfortleſs, but he 
made the ſame promiſe to their generations and 
children then unborn, when he ſaid, ** If any man 
love me, I will come to him, and manifeſt myſelf 
to him; I will bring my Father, and we will come 
and make our abode with him.” Again, ©** Behold 
I ſtand at the door and knock, if any man hear 
my voice and open the door, Iwill come in to 
him, &c.“ 

All who believe on him find his words true and 
faithful, they are his witneſſes, that he has fulfilled 
his promiſe, and happily experience that he is come 
with ſalvation to them, and the high and lofty One 
who inhabits eternity, and who dwells in the high 
and holy place, vouchſafes to dwell with them.” 

But the receivers of Chriſt, or ſuch as believe in 
him, are not only thus honoured, they not only 


receive the Lamb of God into their houſes, the 


King 


ES 

King of ſaints, the God of heaven and earth does 
not only condeſcend te make their bodies his tem- 
ple, but they receive with him remiſfion of ſins, 
deliverance from hell, death and the law, beſide 
they have power to become ſons of God, or the 
privilege to call the Father of Jeſus, our Father, and 
he is leaſed to adopt them for children, and to call 
them my ſons and daughters, This is that doc- 
trine ſo often repeated, even in the Old Teſtament 
times, as well as by the apoſtles of our Saviour, 
and by our Lord himſelf, | 

In the New Teſtament writings, Servants of 
God are clearly diſtinguiſhed from ſons, for indeed 
there is a great difference between them. A ſon, 
or child of God may be a ſervant, he may over and 
above his ſonſhip be employed in the Redeemer's 
work, and labour in his vineyard, as the apoſtles and 
other miniſters of Chriſt have done; but their 
hope was not that they had been ſervants, or proſ- 
pered in the work of their Maſter, nor did their 
fafety conſiſt therein, but in being made children 
of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, When the diſ- 
ciples once returned from their labour of preaching 
and working miracles, &c. in the name of their 
Maſter, they told him with a ſort of joy how well 
they had ſucceeded, and how even ſatan was ſubject 
to their word, but Jeſus anſwered them, Not- 
withſtanding rejoice not in this, but rather rejoice 
that your names are written in heaven;” and at 
another time he told them, I have not called you 
ſervants, but friends.” Again, A ſervant abideth 
not in the houſe alway, but a ſon abideth alway ;” 
ſo when he ſent Magdalene to tell them he was riſen, 
he ſays, ** Go tell my brethren, that I go to my 
Father and to your Father, &c.“ He had often done 
after this manner in the days of his fleſh, he taught 
them in their prayers, to call God their Father; 

| when 
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when ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &c“ Again, 
Fear not little flock, it is your Father's good 
pleaſure to give you the kingdom.” Again, © Your 
heavenly Father will give his Holy Spirit to them | 
that aſk him.” This is what David, Iſaiah, Ezckie! 
and Jeremiah had foreſeen ſo long go, when they 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt call me my Father.“ And that 
name was known among the prophets ſome hun- 
dred of years before the New Teſtament was of 
force, and they taught the people how the Re- 
deemer would bring the ſouls ſtrayed afar off, and 
ſuch who had forfeited their right to the kingdom, 
into the neareſt fellowſhip and kindred with God, 
that he would be their Father, and vouchſafe to call 
them my children. This is now come to paſs, and 
effected through the death and blood-ſhedding ot 
the Lamb. We, who were afar off by wicked 
works, and who could not have claimed the bene- 
fits of the family of Abraham, for he was not our 
Father, and Iſrael acknowledged us not as children, 
are now adopted by faith into the family and hout- 
hold of God. We are ſons and have received the 
„power to call God Father, we have received the 
Spirit of adoption whereby we cry Abba Father.“ 
This is the glorious liberty of the children of God, 
and is the higheſt and moſt defirable privilege that 
can be attained, 

It was formerly the name and character of the 
ſaints, and they were called ſo of the Lord, ſer- 
vants of God, they ſerved the Lord in their gene- 
ration, but it is not uſed fo much in the goſpel, be- 
cauſe Jeſus who was Lord of all, and the only 
begotten Son of God, has taken the ſervant's place, 
and done all the work worthy to be mentioned, and 
by ho of eminence, is called of God, My righ- 
teous Servant.“ All our ſervices are nothing in 
compariſon with his, and not worthy to be named, 
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He has made peace, he has bruiſed the ferpent's. 
head, he has ſweat blood, and opened a fountain 
for ſin; he has undergone the chaſtiſement of his 
people, obtained their pardon, and wrought out with 
cries and tears a perfect righteouſneſs, and made, 
in offering up his body on the tree, a full, 
compleat and ſufficient atonement for. fin, diſan- 
nulled the old' covenant, aboliſhed death, removed 
the curſe, and carried away the iniquity of us all. 
He is only worthy of the name ſervant of God, and 
deſerves and merits aboye all to be accepted for his 
works ſake, by which we are made righteous and 
juſtified, 

But here it muſt be obſerved, how fuperficial their 
chriſtianity is, who imagine they are in a ſafe eſtate, 
and in a fair way of going to heaven, becauſe they 
do good works, as they ſay, and ſerve God. Such 
muſt be told, If you go no farther ye are not ſafe, 
you are yet under the law, and have no hope but 
the hope of a Jew, and one who expects his works 
and duties will entitle him to the favour of Al- 
mighty God, and briug him to the reward of eternal 
life, O let the minifters of our Saviour endeavour 
to undeceive ſuch people, let them make their righ- 
teouſneſs appear, as it is, a cobweb, a garment of 
fig-leaves and filthy rags, and make mention of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs and his only 

Are any ſo ſhallow and thoughtleſs in religious 
matters as to imagine their alms will purchaſe 
heaven, their tears waſh out fin, their imperfect 
and flight obedience be accepted, and get the king- 
dom for a reward? O no! you who think fo 
trample upon the blood of Jefus, and flight the 


great price he paid for your ranſom. Nothing leſs 
than the blood, the precious heart's-blood of God's 


only Son, his many thouſands of tears, and his 
ſweat in the garden, can waſh out fin, and quench 
the 


1 ] 

the divine wrath. No price leſs than himſelf ran- 
ſomed us out of ſatan's bands, his whole life's 
obedience, his fore afflictions, his faithfulneſs in 
his temptations, his painful death and his anguiſh 
and torments, bought heaven for us, and his many 
years of ſufferings alone made ſatis faction, and re- 
covered us out of our enemy's hands. Be aſhamed, 
and bluſh then, ye who have boaſted of what ye 
have done; be greatly aſhamed that ye have done 
no more to his honour, and ſo much to grieve him. 
Think what fin have you obliterated and cancelled ? 
What iniquity have you purged away with all your 
doings ? Put all you have done together, and all the 
works and merits of men and angels, and it would 
not avail you, if you receive not Chriſt into your 
hearts, ye are only ſervants, and for the leaf of 
your diſobedience, you may be ſent in ſtrict juſtice 
to hell after all, | 

Herein then a ſervant is different from a ſon of 
God. A man may have lived a ſtrict life, done 
much good, and obſerved the law, been zealous, 
a promoter of piety ; he may have prayed often and 
long, given away much to the poor, and did all in 
his power to pleaſe and ſerve God, but then if he 
has no more, he is not a chriſtian; a Turk, a Jew, 
a heathen may go thus far. And St, Paul and Cor- 
nelius did all this when they were without our Saviour, 
and aliens to the common-wealth of Iſrael, and 
needed converſion to make them ſafe, All the 
promiſes in the law were temporal, and the rewards 
preached to ſuch as lived ſtrictly under the covenant 
of works were entirely ſuch as related to this life, 
but God never ae, © to make men his children 
on any account but through faith, that the divine 
favour might be of free grace, unmerited and un- 
deſervad love. If a man ſhould ſerve his maſtec 
quite faithfully, do all * he was commanded, . 
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not wrong him in any thing, not ſquander away nor 
embezzle his goods, but be truſty to the laſt degree 
work day and night, and fail in no reſpect of his 
ſervice, could he therefore expect his maſter would 
make him his ſon, and adopt him his heir to all he 
had ? or could he think he had merited ſo much? 
would not his wages and full hire be his juſt re- 
ward? in like manner, Jeſus ſays, ** When ye have 
done all that is commanded, ſay, We are unprofi- 
table ſervants, we have done no more than our 
duty.” I wiſh only all who argue and diſpute fo 
much for their works could ſay, They had done 221 
that was commanded them; but even then it would 
be preſumption to ſuppoſe they had a right to 
heaven, and to be of the Lord's family, All who 
ſerve God, ſhall meet with their due reward, but as 
it was never promiſed, ſo they cannot enter the king- 
dom by their works, nor ſtay in the houſe of God 
alway, but as Hagar and Iſhmael were turned out of 
Abraham's houſe, as bond- fervants, fo ſhall all who 
proudly have thought by their merits to get ſalva- 
tion. They are ſervants and not ſons, Satan and 
all wicked men are more or leſs ſervants of God, 
When God bid the deitroying angel kill the firſt- 
born in every family in Egypt, but touch not one 
where the blood was on the door poſts, he obeyed 
ſtrictly. When he g ve ſatan leave to aflict Job, 
and touch all he had, only not to hurt his life, he 
was punctual, and went no farther than his com- 
miſſion; fo it was in the matter of deceiving the 
prophets of Ahab, but it was an obedience of dread 
and fear, it was ſervile and not filial, ſo is the obe- 
dience of three parts of the world, they are over- 
awed by the fears of death, the terrors of the 
Jaw, and the looking for judgment, the dread of 
hell, and the wrath of God, makes them in ſome 
meaſure obedient, and reſtrains them from ſinning ; 
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but all this is nothing. Their ſervice is like the 
ſervice of ſatan, it is done out of fear and of con- 
ſtraint, it is not the obedience of ſons, and from 
the faith that works by love, They may carry it 
as far as they will, and go on till the lat day with 
their ſtriving, and working, and ple:d it at the 
judgment when they have done, aud ſay, © Lord, 
we have been called by thy name, we have eaten 
and drank in thy preſence, we have caſt out devils, 
and done many wonderfu] works in thy name,” 
and yet if they have gone no farther, J-ſus will an- 
ſwer them, ** Depart from me, I never knew ye,” 

It is much otherwiſe with true believers; to them 
is the power given to be of near kin to the King of 
kings; they have the privilege to be ſons of God, 
This honour and unſpeakable happineſs is given to 
thoſe who receive ſeſus in the world. This is con- 
ferred upon all freely, and only for Jeſus's ſake, and 
is obtained by all who believe in his name. Gold is 
ſo well pleaſed with his 5on's free-will offering, 
fo ſatisfied with h:s death and obedicnce, that for a 
reward for his ſuff-rings, he has given him all be- 
lievers, who ſhall be his brethren, a nd children of 
his Father, God therefore ſo glorifi-s and honours 
his crucified child, that whoſoever in the world 
ſhall believe in him, ſhall by his means be ſaved, 
and numbered with the ſaints and with the 
ſons of God in giory everlaſting. This ſerves 
to exalt our Saviour and his merits, whereby is 
known how precious and dear his ſufferings are 
in the fight of the Godhead, fince whoever reſts 
thereon, and is thereon reſolved to venture all for 
ever, is made for ever happy. The obedience in 
which he truſts, the blood in which he believes, and 
the righteouſneſs to which he looks, has deſerved 
for him a greater happineſs than to have been made 
” | an ange!, or Lord of ten worlds, He has the pri- 
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vilege to become a ſon of God, to be a younger 
brother to Jeſus Chriſt, a near relation to his Crea- 
tor and Saviour. 
This ſhould be the aim of all enquiring and ſeek- 
ing ſouls, this ſhould be the mark of the prize of 
their high calling. They are not invited by the 
goſpel merely to eſcape hell, or to fly the wrath to 
come, or to be made again a little Jower than the 
angels, to be crowned with glory and worſhip, nor 
even to be reckoned with the chiefeſt of the princi- 
paints, or to be raiſed to be on a level with the 
igheſt ſeraphims, but to be children of our Lord 

God, to be in the family and co-heirs with Chriſt 
eſus, to ſit at his table, to be his brethren and 
ſters, and this honour have all his ſaints. 

Men who have received this privilege and em- 
braced this glorious offer, though they are not 
brought into the poſſeſſion of ſo great mercies, b 
means of their righteouſneſs or merits; and . 
they have not the leaſt dependance on their works, 
nor would ſuffer that thought which would ſo rob 
Jeſus of his honour, but are in a readineſs to re- 
venge every ſuch theft, and to lay all glorying in 
the duſt, and aſcribe to his praiſe all their ſalvation; 

et are conſtantly employed to his glory, and out of 
hve to him live good lives. His words are too 
dear to them to be neglected, and his commandments 
too precious to be deſpiſed or diſeſteemed. Out of 
the bottom of their hearts they are glad to ſerve the 
rd Chriſt, and rejoice at every opportunity of 
doing any thing to pleaſe him, and this is not out 
of fear, not for reward, not to make a righteouſ- 
neſs of it, or becauſe they are not fully ſatisfied to 
depend wnolly on the Lamb; but as I ſaid, it is out 
of pure love to Jeſus, who has ſaved them, and 
brought them into his Father's houſhold. It is their 


meat and drink to do his will, it is natural to 
them, 
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them, and he who acts otherwiſe, be aſſured he has 
not ſeen God, neither known him. 

A ſervant of God, or one who has been brought 
up in the church of God, and ſerved under the 
law, may for a time do well, be very exact and 
careful, be enlightened from above, taſte with joy 
the good word of God, and run as if he meant ſin- 
— to be ſaved; who after all perhaps reſts there, 
or goes again back into a finful life, and brings a 
blot upon all his ſervices, ** all his righteouſneſs 
that he has done, ſhall not be mentioned to him, in 
the ſin that he has ſinned, in that ſhall he die, ſaith 
the Lord God.“ No ſtate is therefore ſafe or ſecure, 
but the eſtate of the children of God. It is above 
all things neceſſary, that a ſincere perſon make his 
calling and election ſure; namely, that he is not 
content with having done much, or learnt, or under- 
ſtood, or comprehended much, but that he is ſure 
Jeſus is become his Saviour, and is now near to him, 
as his brother, and as near as if he had ſucked the 
breaſts of his mother; that our Saviour's Father 
is his Father, and that he will not be aſhamed to 
confeſs him as ſuch, when he comes the latter da 
upon the earth. Then he ſhall ſay to ſuch, ** Come 
ye bleſſed children of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you, from the foundation of the 
world.” This grace is attainable; it is preach- 
ed to all mankind; it is promiſed in all the pro- 
phets, by our Saviour, and by all his apoſtles and 
evangeliſts, and may be entered by every upright 
ſoul. A greater favour cannot be, The benefit is 
exceeding great, the privilege inexpreſſible, but is 
ſurely granted to every believer in Chrift Jeſus, and 
is part of the common- wealth of Iſrael, the rights 
of the New Teſtament, and what was the pure aim 
and intention of our dear Lord and Maſter, when he 


ſtooped 
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ſtooped to be the Servant and Miniſter of all, and 
when he paid our debts, and died for us. 

Since then all the ſcriptures preach this, let none 
ſeem to come ſhort of it Let not our chriſtianity 
be only the form, or without the happy enjoyment 
of this privilege, but let all look upon it as the free 
gift of grace, and what belongs to them and their 
children, and to all who believe in the name of 
Jeſus, ſo let them ſeek it, fo aſł it of the Lord Chriſt, 
whoſe prerogative it is to beſtow it, and they ſhall 
find, „that as many as receive Jeſus, to them gives 
he power to become ſons of God, even to as many 
as believe on his name.“ 

Let the Spirit of adoption only be given you, and 
all that is ſaid of this divine matter by St. Paul to 
the Galatians, will be clear and plain, you will know 
by experience what that means; Thou art no more 
a {ſervant but a ſon; we are not children of the 
bond- woman, but of the free, namely, of Jeruſa- 
lem above, who is the mother of.us all. We are 
children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, Becauſe 
ye are ſons, God has ſent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba Father.” 

May that merciful and gracious Lord, of whom it 
is ſaid, Who ſhall declare his generation?“ make 
you of the number of his children, and of that race 
ho are born not of blood, nor of the will of the 
fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God.“ Theſe 
ſhall be reckoned to the Son of Man for a genera- 
tion, and be named after him. Theſe ſhall help to 
fill up the innumerable company of Children, that 
ſhall be born to him, as dew out of the womb of 
the morning.” May you my dear brethren be found 
among them, and be intitled to this grace to your 
ſouls comfort in this life, and to your eternal joy 


hereafter, Amen, 
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